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PRISON REFORM

NOTE FOR THE MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS

SAINT-CLOUD, September 5, 1810.

THE Emperor desires the Minister for Home Affairs to
set to work with all possible energy on the prisons. The
subject has been under debate so long that those who are
engaged upon it ought to have thek ideas cut and dried.

The Constituent Assembly laid down principles which
won general approval. What were its proposals? How much
of its scheme ought we to adopt? What parts ought we to
modify or to reject? Those are the points I want you to
look into.

What we want to aim at, in general, is that the prisoners
should be heajthy, and the prisons clean, and that those who
have been sentenced should be kept apart from those who
have only been charged. In carrying out these reforms it
seems reasonable to adopt the same procedure as with the
work-houses. The Emperor will ear-mark for this purpose
a large part of the communal contributions to the Sinking
Fund; and the balance will come from the Departments.

The Emperor deskes the Minister for Home AfTaks to
submit a general report next Wednesday, together with a
detailed plan for the management of the prisons in one
or in a number of Departments.

[CORRESP., xxi, 16868.]

212

DUTCH OPINION

TO   PRINCE   LEBRUN,   ARCH-TREASURER   OF   THE   EMPIRE,
LIEUTENANT-GENERAL OF THE EMPEROR IN HOLLAND

PARIS, September 25, 1810.

You speak to me of the grievances of the Amsterdam folk,
of thek anxieties, and of their discontent. Do these Dutch-
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